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of the Joint Task Force for Disaster Assist-
ance serving as the director of Strategic Com-
munications working for both the JTF Com-
mander and the U.S. Ambassador in 
Islamabad. 

His decorations include the Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal (with oak leaf cluster), 
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commenda-
tion Medal (5) with Combat ‘‘V’’, Navy 
Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon 
and numerous campaign and service medals. 
In his civilian career, Braithwaite is senior vice 
president, Hospital and Healthsystem Associa-
tion of Pennsylvania where he leads the Dela-
ware Valley Healthcare Council in Philadel-
phia. 

His commitment to the Navy and our Nation 
would not have been possible without the sup-
port and love of his family, especially his wife 
Melissa, his daughter, Grace and his son, Har-
rison. 

We commend and thank Rear Admiral 
Braithwaite for his relentless and selfless dedi-
cation to serving our country with honor and 
distinction. 
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JOBS AND ENERGY PERMITTING 
ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 22, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2021) to amend 
the Clean Air Act regarding air pollution 
from Outer Continental Shelf activity: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to the Jobs and Permitting 
Act. 

This legislation has nothing to do with low-
ering the price of gasoline—and even less to 
do with jobs. Instead, H.R. 2021 simply pro-
poses to exempt significant offshore drilling 
activities from the Clean Air Act while elimi-
nating or truncating appropriate permit review. 
Additionally, contrary to proponents’ focus on 
Alaska, today’s legislation threatens onshore 
air quality up and down the east and west 
coasts, including my home state of Maryland. 

Madam Chair, the current majority is some-
how under the impression that you can’t have 
jobs unless you have dirty air. The forty year 
history of the Clean Air Act proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that this simply isn’t true. 
Rather than rolling back the clock on our envi-
ronmental laws, we should be accelerating the 
deployment of clean energy technologies that 
will create jobs, grow our economy and make 
our nation more secure. 
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UKRAINE’S DEMOCRATIC 
REVERSALS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to express my deep concern about the 
deterioration of democracy in Ukraine over the 
past 16 months, and the current Ukrainian 

leadership’s use of politically motivated selec-
tive prosecution to harass high-ranking offi-
cials from the previous government. The coun-
try’s once-promising democratic future is in 
jeopardy. While we face many serious chal-
lenges in every region of the world today, 
nonetheless it is imperative that Washington 
focus attention on what is happening in 
Ukraine—especially given that country’s vital 
role in the region. 

As a long-time member and current Chair-
man of the Helsinki Commission, I have fol-
lowed and spoken out on developments in 
Ukraine since the early 1980’s, when the 
rights of the Ukrainian people were completely 
denied and any brave soul who advocated for 
freedom was brutally persecuted. 

Mr. Speaker, for nearly two decades, inde-
pendent Ukraine has been moving away from 
its communist past while establishing itself as 
an important partner to the United States. 
Both the executive branch and Congress, on 
a bipartisan basis, have provided strong polit-
ical support and concrete assistance for 
Ukraine’s independence and facilitated 
Ukraine’s post-Communist transition. In the 
wake of the 2004 Orange Revolution, Ukraine 
even became a beacon of hope for other post- 
Soviet countries, earning the designation of 
‘‘Free’’ from Freedom House—the only country 
among the 12 non-Baltic former Soviet repub-
lics to earn such a ranking. And while many of 
the promises of that revolution have sadly 
gone unfulfilled, one of its successes had 
been Ukraine’s rise from ‘‘Partly Free’’ to 
‘‘Free,’’ reflecting genuine improvements in 
human rights and democratic practices. 

Under President Viktor Yanukovych, elected 
in February 2010, this promising legacy may 
vanish. Today we see backsliding on many 
fronts, which threatens to return Ukraine to 
authoritarianism and jeopardizes its independ-
ence from Russia. Among the most worrisome 
of these trends are: consolidation of power in 
the presidency which has weakened checks 
and balances; backpedaling with respect to 
freedom of expression and assembly; various 
forms of pressure on the media and civil soci-
ety groups; attempts to curtail academic free-
dom and that of institutions and activists who 
peacefully promote the Ukrainian national 
identity; and seriously flawed local elections. 
Meanwhile, endemic corruption—arguably the 
greatest and most persistent threat to Ukrain-
ian democracy and sovereignty—as well as 
the weak rule of law and the lack of an inde-
pendent judiciary, which were not seriously 
addressed by the Orange governments, have 
only become more pronounced under the cur-
rent regime. 

Moreover, in recent months, we have seen 
intensified pressure on opposition leaders, 
even selective prosecutions of high-ranking 
members of the previous government. The 
vast majority of observers both within and out-
side Ukraine see these cases, which have tar-
geted former Prime Minister Yuliya 
Tymoshenko and former Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko among others, as politically moti-
vated acts of revenge which aim to remove 
possible contenders from the political scene, 
especially in the run-up to next year’s par-
liamentary elections. 

Mr. Speaker, the Helsinki Commission has 
closely monitored these troubling trends as 
have the U.S., other Western governments, 
and the European Parliament and Council of 
Europe. Unfortunately, the Ukrainian authori-

ties have largely downplayed concerns voiced 
by the European Union, which they aspire to 
join someday, and by the United States, with 
which Kyiv professes to seek better relations. 

The U.S. also desires enhanced bilateral 
ties. Yet, moving in the wrong direction on 
human rights, democracy and the rule of law 
decidedly works against strengthening U.S.- 
Ukrainian relations. More importantly, the ero-
sion of hard-won democratic freedoms weak-
ens Ukraine’s independence and harms the 
people of Ukraine, who have endured a pain-
ful history as a captive nation over the course 
of the last century. Indeed, as Ukraine this 
week marks the 70th anniversary of the brutal 
Nazi invasion, we mourn the loss of life and 
untold human suffering of that horrific war. 

Against this backdrop of devastation 
wreaked by totalitarian regimes in the 20th 
century, Ukrainians deserve to have the prom-
ise of democracy made possible by their inde-
pendence fully realized. 

A few days ago, President Yanukovych said 
that he would take into account the criticisms 
in Freedom House’s recent ‘‘Sounding the 
Alarm: Protecting Democracy in Ukraine’’ re-
port. His promise is encouraging, but words 
alone are not enough. All friends of Ukraine 
should measure his words by actual and 
meaningful changes that improve the state of 
democracy and human rights for the Ukrainian 
people. 
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INTRODUCTION OF CENTER TO AD-
VANCE, MONITOR, AND PRE-
SERVE UNIVERSITY SECURITY 
SAFETY ACT OF 2011 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to introduce the Center to Advance, 
Monitor and Preserve University Security 
(’’CAMPUS’’) Safety Act of 2011. This legisla-
tion passed the House in both the 110th and 
111th Congresses and I hope to get it signed 
into law in the 112th Congress. The purpose 
of the legislation is to enable our institutions of 
higher education to more easily obtain the 
best information available on how to keep our 
campuses safe and how to respond in the 
event of a campus emergency. The bill cre-
ates a National Center for Campus Public 
Safety (‘‘Center’’), which will be administered 
through the Department of Justice. The Center 
is designed to train campus public safety 
agencies in state of the art practices to assure 
campus safety, encourage research to 
strengthen college safety and security, and 
serve as a clearinghouse for the dissemination 
of relevant campus public safety information. 
The Director of the Center will have authority 
to award grants to institutions of higher learn-
ing to help them meet their enhanced public 
safety goals. 

Over the past few years we have seen nu-
merous tragedies occur at colleges and uni-
versities, including the disastrous events that 
occurred at Virginia Tech and Northern Illinois 
University. Unfortunately, because these 
events were the first of their kind for the na-
tion, our schools had not developed knowl-
edge on how best to prevent such tragedies or 
on how to respond in their aftermath. While 
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